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THE QUAKERS HAVE PUT US TO SHAME! 
By the Rey. Stanley G. Evans, M.A. 


“PERFECT LOVE CASTETH OUT FEAR. (I John. 4; 18.) 


For the third successive Sunday evening you are to be addressed on 
the subject of peace. And what could be more appropriate in the chief 
Christian building in London? What could be more appropriate in any 
Christian building at any time? What could be more appropriate now 
when at this very moment men, women and children are being slaughtered 
in Korea, in Malay, in Indo-China? than at this moment when the bay- 
onets are plunging, the bombs are dropping and the Napalm is searing 
human flesh into unbelievable agony and horror? 

What, indeed, could be more necessary at this solemn moment when 
the world is divided into hostile camps and propaganda, rearmament 
and what is called the stock piling of atom bombs prepare the way for 
the third world war? When Japan and Germany, the very nations it 
was thought necessary only a few years ago to fight to disarm, are to be 
reared to take their places in a new and bigcer holocaust? 

This is neither the time nor the place to analyse any of these 
things. We need only to mention them to confirm at once the right- 
ness and the necessity of discussing — peace. 

It is fantastic that any follower of the Prince of Peace should even 
think of apologising for discussing peace. Yet we have to face the fact 
that peace has ceased to be a popular or a respectable subject of disscussion 
even in Church, and therefore supposedly Christian, circles. Anybody 
who would talk of peace is asked whether he is not “playing into the 
hands of the Communists”, whether he is not taking part in a “phoney 
peace-crusade”, whether he is not assisting those who would weaken his 
own country. Just as some years ago the notorious Dr. Goebbels said: 
“When I hear the word culture I reach for my gun,” so to-day there are 
all too many who when they hear the word “peace” demand only an 
extra appropriation for armaments. 

The reason for all this is a simple one. We are afraid. Partly 
we are afraid of world war, but far more we have allowed ourselves to 
be made afraid of the profound social transformations which are grip- 
ping China, the whole of Asia, the East of Europe, the social change 
that has already transformed that collection of countries which are 
properly called the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. We have be- 
come afraid of the social change which in one form or another, knocks 
at the door in every country in the world, as black men and brown men 
and yellow men assert increasingly the ending of white domination, 
as workers demand what they regard as justly theirs. We have become 
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afraid, nearly mortally afraid, of communism. Almost we are afraid 
peace itself—as a leading American newspaper put it not long since’ | 
“Sudden peace would cause havoc to business.” 


Nothing is perhaps so completely frightening as fear itself anv 
the phrase whieh completes the words I have quoted as a text, “Feat’ 
hath torment” is profoundly and utterly true. Certainly if our presen’ 
fears are not controlled and mastered they will lead us to the most fear 
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some war of all time. | 


Who is it that will fight? Of that nobody has any doubt. It is to by 
a war of what is called the West against what is called the East, a was) 
of the United States of America, Great Britain and others against th»; 
Soviet Union, China ond others. 


From this follows one simple and inescapable fact. To make peacy, 
we must make friends with Russians and Chinese and Poles and Czecho. 
slovaks and Hungarians and Bulgarians and Rumanians and Albanians. 
And it is precisely at this point “that, our’ feats betray us. All of thes: 
people are led today by Communists. Communists are regarded by de, 
finition as the devil. We are told from all too many quarters that they | 
refuse to be friends. If we even question this we run the risk of being, 
called “fellow-travellers”. And, of course, we are afraid of that. So we 
abandon the attempt without haying even begun it. 


I know that it is not popular to talk like this. But it is the simple 
truth and you and J, if we consider ourselves Christians at all, mus*! 
face the awful responsibility which is ours if we do not assert ourselves’ 
to transform this situation before it is too late. 


It is not my purpose to-night to discuss the controversial subjecs, 
of Communism but there is one point regarding our approach to i! 
which needs to be made. 

It was an Archibishop of Canterbury who said in January, 1942: 4 

“We have something to learn from Russia in the bold and far-seeing 
planning of economic resources for the good of the community.” 


Later in the same year a report was issued by the Commission of the 
Churches for International Friends ship and Social Responsibility whic) 
said this: 

“The importance of Russia lies not merely in the vast populatior: 
and resources governed by the Soviet, but also in the fact that under’ 
the forms and methods of Communism a regime has been created in which | 
the rights and needs of the common man are prior to the rights of‘ 
property. The extent of this achievement, not only in the economic but) 
also in the social and cultural spheres, can hardly be exaggerated.” 


At the end of the next year a report of the International Friend. ' 
ship Department of the British Council of Churches, after saying that. 
“some features of the Soviet order are open to criticism”, went on ta 
say “the greatness of the Soviet achievements should be willingly ac- 
knowledged.” 


Why do I remind you of all this? Because we seem to have reached 
the position of putting forward as “Christian truth” only what is popu- 
lar at a given moment. Does all the press talk of the greatness of 
Russia? Then we Christians will provide moral reasons for supporting 
the approach. Does all the press talk of the evil of Russia? Then 
we will give moral reasons for endorsing that. And it will not do. 
We can not go on expecting people to look to the Church for any guidance 
at all unless we can reach a higher level than this. 


The Quakers have put us all to shame. Believing that Christians 
must stand for peace they have sent their representatives to Moscow 
to talk to Russians in the flesh. 


We all of us know in our hearts that they are right. That God 
has made of one blood all nations of men to dwell on the face of the 
earth. That the Church is to be led “into all truth” and not just a 
servile following of newspaper propaganda. That Christianity itself 
stands or falls by the essential solidarity and unity of the whole 
human family. That just as it was the wickedly heretical Samaritan 
who was “brother to him who fell among thieves” so, whether we agree 
or disagree with the theories of other peoples, the duty to try to 
achieve real brotherhood with them remains. 


In other words, one thing that Christians must demand in the 
present situation is that we all go back to the Charter of the United 
Nations which was solemnly signed by countries with different social 
systems, each of which acknowledged the right of others to their own 
social system and promised that they would each practise tolerance, 
the one to the other. 


But surely Christians must go further. We are not just pledged to 
tolerate divergent systems—we are pledged to love human _ beings, 
Russian and Chinese and Hungarians as much as American and Australian 
and British. What have we done to put this into effect? Can we say 
with any integrity at all that in the last few years a tithe of the effort 
has gone into loving and understanding other peoples that has gone 
into making atom bombs? 


Month after month appeals for peace have been made to us by the 
various Christian Churches in Russia, in Czechoslovakia, in Hungary, in 
Rumania and elsewhere. That they have gone unanswered is not the fault 
of rank and file Christians who have rarely been given the opportunity 
to read them because in most cases the Church press does not publish 
them. But what are we to say to the one answer given to the last ap- 
peal of the Orthodox Patriarchs, the answer of the Executive Committee 
of the World Council of Churches? “For the World Council of Churches 
to seek to join with other great Churches outside its membership in a 
general peace appeal now is not a practical policy.” 


To talk peace with other Christians is not a practical policy! 
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This is not a matter of party politics. It is not a matter of 
ecclesiastical differences. It is, at this moment of world history, the 
supreme test of the reality of our Christian faith. Would the Russian 
Orthodox Church talk peace with Western Christians, or would the 
Hungarian Calvinists, whatever Church it may be—then we have one 
simple and obvious duty. It is to talk peace with them now and at once. 


At this moment, whether some Christians like it or not, one of the 
biggest popular campaigns of history is taking place. All over the world, 
hundreds of millions of people are signing petitions calling on the Five 
Major powers to sign a pact of peace. Organized Christianity in this, 
country has decided not to support this campaign. Its symbol, a dove 
bearing an olive branch, is, we say, no longer ours. : 


So be it. But in that case our responsibility to talk now with 
the Christians in the Eastern countries we shall otherwise soon bet 
fighting to see whether we can find any way whatever to use the enor- 
mous power and influence of world Christianity for peace, and not for 
war, is inescapable. 


Just think of the difference we could make. If we invited leadergs 
of Russian, Rumanian, Hungarian, Bulgarian, Polish, Czechoslovak, yes: 
and Chinese, Churches to come to this country not only to try to hammer? 
out with our church leaders a common programme for peace but also to. 
talk to church meetings all over the land to explain their own position.— 
If we asked for delegations of clergy and laity to visit those churches- 
and find out for themselves how they lived and what they were thinking. — 
If we offered to meet those church leaders anywhere in the world to de-) } 
vise a common programme for peace. By such simple acts we might well” 
transform the entire world situation. Surely, if we bore any ie to 
our brethren at all, we should cast off our fears and do this. : 


It has been said: : 


“Greater love hath no man than this, that he lay down his life for 
his friend.” At this moment we are not asked to make this supreme 
sacrifice. We are not asked to make any sacrifice at all, we are asked 
only to talk to other Christians. 

World peace can be saved. Both our children and the Russian 
children and all the other children can be saved. And at this moment 
nobody can do more to save it than the great mass of Christian people. 

But to do it there must be an assertion of democracy in church as 
well as in state. You and I, ordinary rank and file Christian people. 
have the same right and the same duty, to express ourselves within the © 
church and influence its policies as we have within the state. Let us, 
therefore, leave this Cathedral tonight, deeply resolved that the ap- 
peals of our brethren in the East shall go no longer unanswered, that 
we shall assert ourselves in the name of the God of peace ‘to see that 
a new bond of unity is forged between the Christians of East and West. 

1 bridge across which the nations of the world may walk to that long- 
as land of peace. 


THE LIE WEARS THIN 


Editorial 


A few days ago a Canadian church leader returned from Korea where 

he had been visiting the Canadian armed forces. As reported in the news- 

papers, he told how the Canadian soldiers were faring in that far land; 

they had enough food, they were doing a good job; a few gripes here and 

there, but that is usual in any army. By and large everything hunky-dory. 
Just honky-dory, said this padre, minister of Jesus. 


But this churchman left one thing out of his story, that is, what these 
soldiers were doing in Korea, what they were doing to Koreans. He left out 
the mission of these soldiers. Perhaps he, or the newspapers, took for grant- 
ed that we all knew what this mission was. It is easier to take for granted 
than to talk about it. It takes a certain toughness to say right out as the 
U.S. News and World Report said in August 1950, “The Korean War is 
really a made-to-order situation to keep business on a high level. lt lays 
the ghost of the depression that has been haunting business in the United 
States since the end of the second world war.” To say that, takes a certain 
cynical frankness unbecoming to well-behaved clerics who simply cannot 
bring themselves to face the unpleasant facts of “free world” capitalist 
imperialism. 


It is not that our clerics have not been invited to hear the truth. They 
have. Even one of their own, albeit an exceptional one it is true, Dr. James 
Endicott, has offered to tell the truth as he saw it, in many cities in Canada. 
But his version was unpleasant, and so the ears of most of our people 
have been inaccessible to him. Nora Rodd,who visited the Korean war 
zone, has also found it difficult, in fact practically impossible to reach 
the vast Canadian public with her story of what the U. N. Army is doing 
to the Koreans. 


We are printing in this issue a few of her stories so that our readers 
may see things through the eyes of this profoundly devout Christian 
personality. 


Here are a few sentences from Mrs. Rodd’s statement for the press on 
returning from Korea quoted from Canadian Far Eastern Newsletter no, 
43, edited by James and Mary Endicott, 134 Glenholme Avenue, Toronto 
10, Canada) : 


“As the delegate sent by the Congress of Canadian Women to Korea, 
I was a member of the Commission set up by the Women’s International 
Democratic Federation to investigate the effects of war upon the civilian 
population, particularly upon women and children...” 


“Twenty-one of us came from 17 countries in Africa, Europe, Asia and 
both North and South America. We were of different religious faiths and 
political beliefs and of different professions...” 


“We were 12 days in Korea and one day in the Chinese city of Antung 
where we saw with our own eyes the great devastation of modern war...” 
“We knew what it was to hide in ditches and fields from machine-gun fire: 
to be hurried into air-raid shelters and to be awakened each morning 
by the exploding of bombs. We saw town after town, village after village | 
and fine modern cities almost completely destroyed. Churches, schools, 
hospitals and homes are now heaps of rubble or bare walls and chimneys 
where only a year ago the people were building a new life after forty 
years of Japanese domination. The people are living in cayes and dugouts 
and in shacks of salvaged brick and tile among the debris. Women, often 
with babies on their backs, helped the old men till the fields. Much of 
this is done at night because of the constant bombing by day...” 


“We shall never forget the agony of these people as they opened mass 
eraves for us, and as they told us of the cruelty inflicted upon their 
relations and friends — atrocities often so revolting as to be almost be- 
yond belief. We visited caves and prisons where men and women and 
children had been burned to death and graves where they had been buried 
alive. We saw the blood-stained and pinok stained walls and floors in 
these prisons and we brought back with us some of the instruments of 
torture...” 


Now we know that many will say that such things simply cannot be. 
Our clerics, who by lifting their fingers could gain a hearing for both 
Mrs. Rodd and Dr. Endicott, will exclaim with a violence reminiscent 
of an ancient betrayal, “But it is not believable that the United Nations 
could be a party to such crimes. Whoever says these things have taken 
place is a liar or worse, a Red.” And so they strangle the voice of con- 
science, bearing false witness against their neighbor, violating the personal 
dignity of those who by witnessing to the truth would bring the nation to 
repentance and save it from doom. 


It is a free country and they are not obliged to do otherwise. In Com- 
munist countries there is no freedom to talk war. If a citizen there talks 
of how his airforce will atomize New York and Toronto he will be put 
in jail. But here we have freedom to gloat in the most colorful language 
(See the recent obscenity in Collier’s Magazine) about the way we'll blast 
Moscow and Leningrad into thin dust. Yes, we are more free than they 
are. We can boast of our freedom because the most of us use our freedom 
in such a way as to please those who prepare and carry on repression and 
war and the extinction of the very freedom we boast about. 

This freedom which we prize so highly is a vastly different freedom 
from that known to our revolutionary forefathers. They prized freedom 
because it meant escape from spiritual imprisonment. They would con- 
sider it ill-used indeed if it should be used to enter a new spiritual prison 
and to close and bar the door from the inside. 
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But this is exactly what we have done. Jefferson and Lincoln both 
warned us of this possibility. So clearly did they warn us that if they were 
to speak today as they did in their day they would find themselves catalogu- 
ed as subversives. 

Freedom misused cancels itself, turns into a new tyranny. We have 
misused, debauched freedom. Now in the name of “free enterprise” we 
have reduced ourselves and all who serve us to the level of beasts. Indeed 
there is no use pretending to be shocked or surprised at the unrestrained 
savagery rampant in Korea. It is not the Red but the Red-hater, George 
Spelvin, who calls Washington the Crime Capital of America. Of course he 
does not mean that American soldiers do or would commit crimes in Korea. 
He is talking rather of the things Washingtonians do to themselves. These 
consist of big time boodling, sex crimes in every theme and variation, 
murder, gambling, dope, etc. 

Bis id k runs through a few items at random: Senator’s son “soliciting 

lewd and immoral purposes: 28 year old baby-sitter rapes child of 
seven: 4] year old woman ravished 9 times by gang; blind night club sine- 
er raped; 18 year old girl raped despite the fact that she wasah 4 plaster 
cast; Counsel for Senate committee picked up on morals charge in park 
facing White House: landlord chops up tenant with hatchet; tenant 
murders landlord with baseball bat; plumber kills wife with rolling pin; 
63 year old woman assualted by roomer: sailor from Naval Air Station 
breaks down door, kicks pregnant woman; etc., etc., etc. 


It could happen, it does happen in Washington. 
It could never happen in Korea?! 


Item after item George Spelvin trots out to prove how utterly evil 
and depraved Washington is. “A White House stenographer wears a mink 
coat. A White House Military aide accepts costly gifts from a manufac- 
turer. A high White House functionary speculates in the commodity 
market while privy to inside information touching on the commodity 
market. At the other end of Pennsylvania Avenue, some Senators pause 
only briefly in the Senate on their way to jail, convicted of vicious kick- 
back rackets. The stench of the frame and the fix hovers in the cloistered 
halls of our ‘far-seeing legislators’.” 

That is only George Spelvin. The reader can supply his own evidence 
of what the U. S. News and World Report (Nov. 16, 1951) calls “a wide- 
spread weakening of the American moral fiber.” Every day the postman 
brings clippings from home-town papers all over the States. A recent 
one from Detroit pictures three clean-cut lads who have been caught beating 
helpless nurses on their way home from work at night and robbing them 
of their pitiful earnings, and these boys have not been conditioned to 
be “Killers” as they would be in the army and they are not 8000 miles 
from the tender ministrations and restraints of home and mother. 

The U. S. News says, “The moral decay that has appeared at the 
top, in parts of the Government, seems to be just as noticeable throughout 
the nation:” check kiting, forgery, counterfeiting (up 2000% in one year). 
embezzlement (up 9%), shoplifting (up 30% since 1940), stealing from 
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ship piers (up 50% in one year), filehing, bribing of government officials. 
sale of influence, all spreading rapidly. 

Just bad news? Is it just something for preachers to preach about 
and to call men to “Christ” about? Or is this spread of rottenness a warn- 
ing that the body politic can no longer tolerate an economic “system” 
based on the ethics of the pig-pen, me “first and let the little pig starve to 
death, a system of waste and anarchy, of calculated cruelty, repression, ob- 
scurantism and war? 


Is this spread of rottenness inside our country a reflection of the 


cynical power-politics we practise outside? 

If our whole effort as a nation among the nations is based on a palpable 
lie, then who will bother to be honest in the less important relationships 
of our daily lives? 

The lie is that the U. N. is liberating Korea. The truth is that the U. N 


is crucifying Korea and that truth has witnesses in the U. S. government - 


itself. Surely we may take the word of E. Grant Meade of the U. S. navy. 
As quoted by Hugh Deane in the N. Y. Compass, a paper favoring the U. N. 
intervention in Korea, he frankly declares that U. S. established the policy 
in Korea (this was before the U. N. intervention) that self-determination 


by the Koreans of their own lives, that is, what we call democracy or: 


peoples’ rule, “would be allowed only when...it moved within the con- 
ception of American political propriety.” 

In other words Uncle Sam said to his little brown brothers: Go ahead, 
self-determine yourselves, but we are here to remind you with our bay- 
onets and Rhee’s meat-hooks of your true destiny which is to be cheap 
labor for U. S. capitalists who will exploit and drain your splendid 
natural resources. 

That is the truth admitted in military circles and in trade papers. The 
lie you read in the public newspapers and magazines, you hear over the 

radio and from the pulpit. 

It is the truth that keeps profits high, luxuries flowing, and labor 
leadership bought off. It is the lie that keeps consciences quiet, keeps the 
average citizen in the dark and satisfied to remain there. 

But the lie wears thin, It wears thinner every day. People are asking 
questions and they are growing more and more skeptical about the true 
motives behind the great anti-red crusade of the “free nations”, especially 
as exemplified in Korea. The boys come home. They are forbidden to 
talk, and this in itself is suspicious. But they do talk and every time they 
open their mouths the big lie wears thinner. Little holes appear. Sooner 
or later it will vanish. Then what? The time approaches of greatest dan- 
ger when the Big Liar, his lie no longer believed, goes berserk, clamps down 
the terror. 

When that time comes we shall have finally entered our prison and 
harred the door from the inside. Before that happens we must somehow 
manage to put a restraint on the Big Liar which is Big Business. The 
people, all the people, not merely the organized workers who are as fre- 
quently deceived as the rest of us, must speak out now while there is yet 
time. In our voice is God’s victory. 


Part of the Big Lie has been to keep our attention fixed on the mote 
in our brother’s eye so that we would not notice the whole lumber yards 
of beams in our own. 


Our formal freedom was never in itself a guarantee of virtue and now 
it is no longer even remotely associated with virtue. We have long boasced 
of our freedom to go to heaven or hell as we chose. Looking even casually 
at our lives both here and abroad we are forced to the conclusion that we 
have indeed used our freedom to fasten the chains of perdition upon our- 
selves and to launch death upon the world. 


General Eisenhower has threatened this continent with drastic 
changes in its way of life unless we still further hasten to pile up arma- 
ments.. This could mean a threat of formal fascism. The McCarren’s, the 
MacArthur’s, the McGrath’s, the McCarthy’s are waiting for just such a cue. 
The press and radio have cleaned their decks of the last remaining im- 
pediments of decency or integrity. The church heils dumbly, not blinking 
an eye. 


What can save us? No leader, no miracle. Only us, the unknown 
many, you and you and you and I. And our only prayer is work, to get out 
and arouse our friends for peace. Peace, peace and again peace. Form sub- 
scription leagues and circulation associations. Push widely among your 
friends and acquaintances every vehicle and organ of peace, the National 
Guardian, World Events, United People, (Saskatoon, Sask., Canada) the 
Churchman, the Iowa Union Farmer, the Korean Independence (Los 
Angeles), Dyson Carter’s Newsfacts (Toronto), the N. Y. Daily Compass, 
whose writers frequently get across the true implications of peace, the N. Y. 
New World Review, and others. 

One person can do so much! Mrs. Frank Vincent of Detroit, for in- 
stance, has done the work of thousands, alone, sometimes in danger of 
bodily attack by bigoted thugs, a veritable distributing point for peace, 
focussing through her own person the various world influences for peace, 
not pausing for rest, a true saint of this testing time. 

Louise Harding of Brisbane, California, owns no newspaper, nor the 
money to print what she has to say. Does she sit down and cry? Does she 
say oh well this is a time of transition, there is nothing I can do about it? 
Does she say I am not needed? No, indeed, not this woman. She sends 
out to editors and public figures a typed copy of her comments on the 
news of the day. She keeps up a running fire in the letters-columns of the 
newspapers, and she annoys crooks in public office by writing them full 
descriptions of their crookedness. How she finds time for all this, do not 
ask me! If there were just one hundred and fifty (one to a million) more 
Louise Harding’s in the U. S. there would be peace on earth and goodwill 
to men. Just to show the sharpness and strength and light in her para- 
graphs we shall print some of them from time to time, beginning with this 
issue. May they inspire you to do what you can, where you are, with what 
you have, without stint. It is a long hard climb from atomic dust to that 
dear child of yours. Is he to be blown hack to those far beginnings in one 
blast of a madman? 


WHAT I SAW AND HEARD IN KOREA 
By Nora K. Rodd 


Lire Was Very Happy 


On our first all-night trip in Korea two of our members were lost and 
did not catch up with us until next evening. Then, as we sat around the 
long dining-room table we heard their report. 

Four times their jeep had broken down and they had missed the trail. 
Around dawn they reached the town of Su-lan and were.taken to the Labor 
Party’s headquarters and their young driver awakened the man in charge - - 
a youth little more than a boy. He took them ‘into a room and showed 
them two long empty tables, their library, “the books all burnt by the 


Americans,” he said in English, “on the 20th of December, 1950, when the — 


inhabitants had been evacuated.” 


The young man told how this house had been built by American 
missionaries. It had been damaged by machine guns, and had been used 
as American headquarters during the villagers’ escape. He gave the two 
women water for washing, and two warm beds were put up for them in a 
dug-out. They were served tea and their young host apologised for the lack 
of sugar; the refinery had been destroyed by the Americans. About noon 
they were awakened by a young man in white with a tray of food for them, 
but with excuses for lack of bread; the bakery had also been destroyed 
by the Americans. 

After lunch they went out and sat in the sun and there the head of the 
Women’s Organization of the town (Kim Sen-Uk) came to visit them, and 
to say that the women were expecting our arrival with hopes. And here 
the women heard the story of their young host, Zin Sin-Ho. 

Zin Sin-Ho came from the town of Han- Hunjin i in North East Korea, 
“We do not know whether his mother is alive or dead,” began Kim Sen-Uk. 
Before the war he attended Technical School in Pyongyang but because 
of the war he graduated early. He went to the front and to the University 
and there he translated technical books from Russian into Korean. The 
University was burned by the Americans and he grieves continually for the 
loss of the University and the library of 50,000 books. His love for the 
university was very great.” 


New Ways oF Kiviuine Lirrte PEorLe 


Soon Zin Sin-Ho came out and sat down on the ground with them and 
told them what had happened in this area. “ Life was very happy until 
the war,” he said. (He had his note book with him in which was the 
copy of a report of the Foreign Minister to the United Nations.) He told 
how in October, 1950, the American Army had killed the men and women 
and children of the Labor Party - - 135 of them in the Yang-Ke-Gong Proy- 
inee, and in Pai-Tan-Kun and Ko-Ha-Min districts. “American troops 
forced these 135 to lie down on the roads and American tanks went over 
them,” he said. 
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Zin Sin-Ho told how also, in the same province, a young woman was 
killed with a baseball bat after the American Soldiers had raped her. In 
this same village of Ual-Kak-Min the Americans forced old men and women 
and children into a house, poured benzine over it and burned them up. 

In this young boy, our delegates reported, they could feel the great 
hopes and expectations vith which the Koreans received our Gasinissions 


INVESTIGATE! 


Only two of our women had heard this brutal story, but our next visit 
was to the ruined city of Pyongyang and there we met as interpreters, two 
of the former professors in the University. We asked one of these men if 
he had ever heard this story of the tanks running over people. “Yes,” he 
said, “Every Korean knows this story, and it did not happen only once.’ 
“But they shot them first,” we urged. “They were surely not alive?”. 
“They were alive,” he replied. I ask that our Canadian Government 
investigate. (May 18-19, 1951, In Korea.) 


Tue U. N. Fears Tuis Truru 


Before leaving our village under the acacia trees, our commission 
was able to examine eleven of the documents of the Syngman Rhee 
Government captured by the forces of the North when, early in the war 
they swept down over Seoul and drove the invaders back. Ten of these 
documents were written in English, one in Korean.—numbers 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 9, 12, 13, 21, 26 and 28—and we were given them in order that we 
might compare them with the Korean Blue Book, “Documents and 
Materials Exposing the Instigators of the Civil War in Korea” of which 

each of us was given two copies. 

We had these documents in our hands, and three of our Commission 
were lawyers who examined them carefully. We were left in no doubt 
as to how the war in Korea began. A number of the documents were 
written in Washington and New York, some by John Foster Dulles. 
Photostatic copies of these documents were sent to the United Nations 
early in September of 1950 with the request that they be published. 
We ask why this very important material has not yet been made known 
to the world. (Documents in our hands May 26 to May 27, in Korea.) 


SHE SHook Her Fist At ME 


One evening a doctor and his helpers brought some mothers and 
babies to our little village among the hills. The children had had 
small pox. We met in the house that served as kitchen and dining-room 
and there we saw the thin little bodies still covered from head to foot 
with the ugly marks of the disease. 

The Korean people, their officials and medical men believe that 
the small pox epidemics had been caused by germs dropped by the 
Anglo-American army. We ask our Canadian Government to investigate. 
for we should know. If it is true that disease germs have been deliber- 
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ately been planted in Korea we have helped to commit a terrible crime 
against humanity. When we were there in May, over ten thousand 
cases had already broken out, and over one in ten had proved fatal. 
Before leaving, one of the emaciated mothers asked if she might speak 
to the American delegate. When told there was no American delegate 
she said she would speak to the Canadian then, and I rose. She shook 
her fist at me angrily and said, “What have our people ever done to 
your people that you have sent your soldiers over here to murder us?” 


It was hard to answer her, but | told her that in our country, as in 


hers, we still had ae leaders who thought war was the way to settle 
affairs. “However,” I said, “In my country, as in all our countries, thous- 
ands are working for Peace, and we of the Commission will not stop 
telling what we have seen in Korea until peace has once again come to 
your unhappy land.” (Story of small pox children, May 23, 1951, in Korea) 


“A DREADFUL THING TO SEE” 


As we found our way along the dark path to our compounds we 
thought of what colonial wars have always been. The weapons and the 
excuses change—today it is napalm bombing, and the exeuse is “com- 
munism,” but it has always been destruction of’ another’s land and 
civilization for the money-gain of a few. In the first eight months of 
the war in Korea over one million civilians were killed—a third of 
them children, and nearly one half were women. 

An English soldier wrote home to his family, “It is a dreadful thing 
to see an American plane strafe a village.” and no pledge of silence can 
keep our boys from telling what they have seen. 


“SPECIALLY KILLED” 


In each of the small compounds making up our Mountain village 
in Korea, a young woman was in charge. For House No. 1 it was Suk- 
Nye who guarded us and anticipated our needs: tucked us into the jeeps 
when we set out in the dark, and brought us warm tea when we returned 
at dawn. She was beautiful, and sang well. “I do not ery any more,” 
she said. Toward the end of our stay she told me her story—how she had 


been a teacher and trained singer, and leader in the Women’s Union in the , 


North; of her doctor husband in the people’s army, and of her father mur- 


dered in prison, and her two little brothers killed when a bomb destroyed | 


her home in Hung-ja. And of her mother, “specially killed” because of her 
daughter’s work in the Union. The mother was arrested; her unborn 


baby torn from her body and she was left hanging to a tree. Ho Suk | 


learned this when he came South some months later. 
Now she learned what had happened during her absence, during 
the 40 days the U. S. and Syngman Rhee army was in the area of Hung-ju. 
She saw neighbors whose eyes had been gouged out, nails torn away 
and ears cut off—and from the old mother of her friend King Pee-Lye 
she learned the fate of this brave and beautiful woman of twenty-three. 
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King Pee-Lye was head of the Women’s Union in Hung-ju, mother 
of a daughter of two, and eight months advanced in pregnancy. Her 
husband was in the army. Because of her work, and that of her hushand, 
she too was to be “specially killed.” Arrested and given over to ten 
American soldiers, she was marched during the night to a prison about 
12 miles away, and in that time each of the ten soldiers raped her. When 
they reached the prison in the morning (it had been an old barn) King 
Pee saw about 200 other prisoners there, many badly beaten; some al- 
ready dead. “Even animals in the barnyard had heen mutilated by the 
drunken American soldiers,” said Ho Suk. All in two days. Among the 
prisoners was King Pee’s old mother. 


King Pee fainted, but was revived by haying water thrown over her, 
and she was questioned as to her hunband’s whereabouts, but would say 
nothing. Now a stick torn from the cow-shed was forced up into her body 
and again she fainted, and was revived again by more water. The Ameri- 
cans had still learned nothing, so she was taken back home; her child 
was given to her bound, and she was ordered to throw her in the canal. 
Terrified lest worse befall her baby, King Pee tried to choke her, but she 
was too weak. With the babe in her arms she plunged into the canal. 
Later her body was recovered and buried, but that of the child was never 
found. 


“Such was the hatred of our people for the Americans,” said Ho Suk, 
“that even the cans of tinned milk were loathsome to them. Our people 
could not bear to look at them. We cannot understand why the Ameri- 
cans say that the Koreans are uncivilized. Our houses may he like mush- 
rooms, but the Americans are the devilish, man-eating race.” (As told 
to me in the presence of witnesses and the interpreter, by Ho Suk, 


May 25, 1951.) 


THANK YOU! 


We wish to express in this place our heartfelt thanks to those, to 
whom we have already written individually, whose contributions have 
made it possible to continue. Their faith as defined in such tangible 
fashion is our strength...Some of the gifts come from strange sources. 
The widow of a great Baptist leader is a never failing supporter, a child 
in Brooklyn empties her piggy-bank to swell her parent’s offering. a 
sacrificially large donation comes from hard-pressed Israel. 


There are things for each of us to do. Let each do what he can! 


Kindly address communications to Kenneth Leslie, Cambridge, Kings 
County, Nova Scotia. 
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GETTING THINGS STRAIGHT | 
Neglected Aspects of the News 
By Louise Harding 


HirosHIMA 


One of the staff of the S. F. Chronicle lately visited the City. 
“Tt is impossible to walk Hiroshima’s streets,” says this newsman... 
“without indications of dislike.” (of America). 
... perhaps the greatest influence is the ABCC, the Atom Bomb 
Casualty Commission. Here, in green-painted quonset huts on 
top of one of Hiroshima’s hills, 97 Allied doctors anda staff 
of 830 Japanese carry out medical research among the victims of 
the explosion. The patients are babies whose mothers were with. | 
in the radioactive areas, checked at regular intervals and the 
results recorded. Also those who were badly burned by the blast 
or who contracted some secondary disease. You can see the people, 
of Hiroshima each day climbing the hill to the quonset huts” ete.’ 
—This, after six years (!) should give occasion for thought to those 
who open their minds to silly government talk on protecting themselves 
from atomic blasts by newspapers! 


Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas, just returned from a tour 
along the soviet frontier in the vicinity of Tibet, says this country should 
recognize the “Peiping” government. He thinks this would capitalize , 
on what he asserts to be a struggle between Chinese nationalism and a 
Soviet drive for Far Eastern hegemony. In an interview with SF Chronicle , 
(that great friend of the Chinese people,) Justice Douglas made this point: 

Since Red China came to power Russian pressure has “liquidated; 
100 years of Chinese good will toward the United States.”—Really? 
And did those four billions or more that the U. S. A. poured into the 
coffers of China’s oppressor and exploiter, Chiang Kai-shek, have nothing | 
to do with the case, tra la, la.... la? 


Sm Joun Pratrr CALts THE TuRN: 


Your scribe saw this item in Pacific Tribune (Vancouver) only :— 

“ The rearmament drive, which is ruining every country in the 

world except America, is based on a gigantic lie,” Sir John 

Pratt, British authority on the Far East, told a London audience 

celebrating the second anniversary of the Chinese People’s 
Republic. 

Syngman Rhee’s attack on North Korea on June 25, 1950, had 
been taken because his regime was disintegrating, Sir John de- 
clared, and because U. S. Secy. of State Dean Acheson was hesitant 
about underwriting the decisions taken by Foster Dulles and Gen- 
eral MacArthur in their Tokyo conference in June 1950 to bolster 
Syngman Rhee and forestall the Chinese liberation of Formosa. 
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FINNEGAN: 


This worthy, “genial friend of President Truman” (AP) surren- 
dered Oct. 13 on a Federal indictment charging him with 
accepting bribes and with official misconduct as an Internal 
Revenue collector. 


Finnegan said he wanted to quit some time ago, but Truman urged him 
to stay on, saying it would be hard to get a man to fill his official shoes. 
Nonsense; the country is full of persons like Finnegan. 


THatr Marta Pian: 
AFL Exec. Bd. member Charles J. McGowan criticised Marshall Plan 


aid in France and Italy. saying that “economic royalists” are building up 
a system of cartels. (Obvious, my dear Watson. That’s what it was for, 
as clear-sighted people undesrtood from the first.) 


Lerrine ‘EM Out: 


Landsburg, Sept. 18 (AP)—U. S. Army authorities announced to- 
day the release of Heinz Friederichs, conyicted in the Malmedy mas- 
sacre. He had been sentenced to ten years but was released because 
of “time off for good behavior.” 


Considering the massacres which 
the armies of the “United Nations” have been perpetrating on the Korean 
people, what would be the point in holding Friederichs? He only mur- 
dered a few! 


BREAKFAST MENTAL FARE: 


Unfolding the a.m. paper and placing it on the rack on the breakfast 
tray yesterday, the writer was cheered to find, on a double col. on the 
righthand side of the page: — 


Two Husbands Knife Their Wives: 
Woman Found Dead in Gate Park 


Sub-heads were: 


The Peephole Murder Mystery 
(A man looked through the peephole in his front door, and 
was shot dead, in the eye) 


Steak Knife Death on 31st Avenue (hubby knives wife) 
He Lived with the Corpse Three days (another case of same) 
A Woman’s Body Dumped in the Park 

Suicide in a Chinatown Alley. 


—Nothing like a look at the morning paper, to brighten up a cloudy day! 
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Wuy Nor Ler ‘em Att Our? 


A Boston Tax collector of Internal Revenue, Denis W. Delaney, wa: 
indicted, Sept. 14, by a Federal Grand Jury on charges of accepting 
$12,500 to influence his official decisions. 

A Stockton real estate man was jailed, Sept. 13, on charges of accept: 


ine deposits on real-estate purchases and then not completing same. to 
: I if g 


the tune of $29,500. 


A prominent worker for charities, down the Peninsula (California) 


stole heavily from the funds entrusted to him: says that, as vice-presi- 
dent of a bank, he was supposed to live on a large scale and his salary 
wouldn’t cover it. Etc., etc. 

At an Alabama state prison, 30 prisoners seized all the guns in the 
arsenal and made a dash for freedom. In these days of financial pinch 


(for non-profiteers) why would it not be a good idea to save the cash | 


spent to keep up jails, and turn everybody loose? The thieves inside 
can’t be worse than the ones at large. Look how the “U.N.” forces prompt- 
ly helped themselves to the tungsten in North Korea as soon as they 


had forced their way into position where they could grab it. As to mur-_ 


derers, nothing could be worse than the atrocities now being perpetrat- 
ed by U. S. troops (they are responsible for what the Rhee forces do, 
too) on the people of North Korea. To these hideous affairs, the “free 
world” prudently closes its eyes: but the guilt has been fully disclosed. 


WEDEMEYER: 


It will help to understand the activities of General Wedemeyer 
if you recall that on resigning his Army job, he got on the payroll of 
Aveo. Mfg. Co. N.Y.; president, Victor Emanuel, closely connected with 
the Schroeder interests. The J. Henry Schroder bank acted as financial 
agent for the Nazi Government just prior to the start of the war. Dulles 
was also counsel for the Schroder bank. There you have the connection. 


More Cant From DULLEs: 


Dulles, the associate of cartelist Nazidom, is out with another nau- 
seating dose of drivel. He actually says of the Japanese “peace” treaty— 
put through by pressure of American finance alone— 

The Allied powers gave their backing because “we sought 
a treaty which reflected moral values’ they were all glad to sup- 
port.” “When you have a consensus of world opinion, the Russians 
don’t like to take you on. They faded away at San Francisco be- 
cause they didn’t want to antagonize the great world-wide moral 
unity we had marshalled there.” 
—The “great worldwide moral unity” failed to take in Asia (except for 
a few small puppets). Gromyko did not “fade away” at San Fran- 
cisco: he and the other dissenting delegates from Eastern Europe made 
effective reply, in spite of the hour-limitation. 
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This “moral” treaty, omitting as it did, to provide a source of raw 
materials for Japan, left no practical course except to join in a future 
attempt to loot China. Japanese objection will be put down, if necessary. 
by force of American arms. 

So much for the Dulles morality: that the man is entirely without 
such a sense is shown by the frightful canard which he helped spring 
on the world about the origin of the war in Korea. The Golden Calf is 
the god of Dulles and his crowd. 


Morats For Export? 
Des Moines, Iowa, Aug. 20—UP— 


“Democrats charged today that belly dancers at the Republican- 
produced ”(why, Hoover!)” state fair besmirched the good name of 
Iowa with their ‘licentious and lascivious’ dances. But hubba-hubba 
girl Evelyn West, whose bosom is insured against harm for $50,000 by 
Lloyds of London, said her troupe was giving the farmers the kind of 
show they wanted and she had no apologies to make.... A Democratic 
statement (said) “The human form undraped and put through a series 
of wiggles and gyrations was all the show offered to Iowa farmers as 
evidence of the greatness of the state.’ ” 


GOEBBELS S1zED ‘EM Up: 


September 10, 1943, the Herr Doktor wrote something that certain- 

ly applies to the crowd running U.S.A. today—altho he said it of England: 

“So far as I am concerned, I am certainly convinced that the 

English don’t want a Bolshevik Europe under any circumstances. 

and that if given the choice between a National Socialist and a 

Bolshevik Europe they would most certainly choose the National 
Socialist.” 


ANTHONY EDEN: 


We are told that if the Tories win in Great Britain, Eden is likely 
to replace Churchill. How much of an improvement will that be? Am- 
bassador Dodd wrote, January 21, 1937, speaking of Sir Eric Phipps: 

“T believe now he is almost a fascist, as I think are Baldwin and 


Eden.” 


Dodd saw Eden quite often, and should have been able to judge. 


Srop THIEF! 


Harry Truman was just fresh from the signing of the Dulles treaty. 
put through in the grossest violation of the Cairo, Yalta, and Potsdam 
international agreements. Of this treaty, Herbert Evart, the Australian 
labor leader said: 

“An open, unashamed abandonment of all the standards of 
international justice.” 
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—Attempting to divert attention from this performance, ‘Truman 
alleged promptly, that no treaty with Russia was worth the paper it was 
written on! 


KAESONG: THE DistuRBANCES No Mystery :— 


The first plain clue to the disturbances at Kaesong was the fact | 
that Rhee had announced his undying opposition to armistice talks. © 
This opposition could not have been effective, however, without the - 
co-operation of the United States: since Rhee is without popular sup- 
port and absolutely dependent on the U.S.A. The motive for such co- | 
operation was also evident. It was feared that the Dulles Treaty could | 
not be jammed through if there were a let-down due to successful peace | 
talks. 


There is another cause. Kaesong is the only town south of the | 
Parallel held by the forces of the North. Rhee and his protectors 
want to gain control of North Korea, where they have already seized ' 
(illegally) the tungsten mines. Therefore, even while peace negotia- 
tions were supposed to be going on, the U.S. started a tremendous drive,— 
which has not had the hoped-for success, as the North Koreans and the | 
Chinese Volunteers resisted fiercely. 


Cuina Lossy — 


The June no. Iowa Union Farmer, organ of the wideawake Farmers 
Union of that State, has the best expose of the China Lobby that this 
writer has seen. It mentions a story by Richard Wilson clipped from 
the Minneapolis Star-Journal early in 1940, containing these statements: 
Referring to China:— 


“Many millions of dollars are to be spent there. This govern- 
ment will parallel private investment by giving technical aid in 
planning flood control.... Private projects recently reported in- 
clude: a syndicate of U.S. oil companies plans to begin early 
operations; Westinghouse Electric Corp. has contracted to build a 
big electrical equipment factory; a chemical company has com- 
pleted blueprints for a plant there; two tire producers are nego- 
tiating to build their own factories; cement companies are plann | 
ing factories; an American locomotive factory is planned. In the 
next two years 5,000 American technicians are expected to go 
to China.” 


—AIl this exploitation was to take place under Chiang. When the 
Chinese people ousted the dictator the Americans lost their interest in 
“helping” China, and took to furnishing Chiang airplanes with which 
he broke down the dykes and prevented their repair, in the hope of pro- 
ducing famine. 
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THE BBC BEARS FALSE WITNESS 


We respectfully draw the attention of American and Canadian church- 
men to the following letter to the British Broadcasting Corporation, 
which had made a sharp attack on the world-renowned theologian Pro- 
fessor Hromadka of Czechoslovakia and on the good faith of Hungarian 
churchmen. 


The author of this letter Dr. Kadar has not received a reply, 


Sir William Haley, Budapest, May 5, 1951 
Director of the British Broadcasting Corporation, 


London, W.1. 
Sir, 


It was almost simultaneously that the recent sharp attack of the B.B.C. 
against Professor Hromadka, on account of his defence of Hungarian 
Protestant Churches, and the report on the work of the B.B.C. came 
to our notice. The latter reminds us of your noble statement which you 
made at a meeting of the British Council of Churches. You said that 
“the B.B.C. accepts as its highest duty the search for truth”. Then the 
Report states that “the discussion of religious questions is to be furthered. 
because British broadcasting is not neutral where Christian values are 
concerned”. 


With reference to this statement of yours, as Editor of the Hun- 
garian Church Press, the joint information service of the Hungarian 
Protestant Churches, I beg you to give your attention to a case in 
which, both the issue of truth and high Christian values are now jeopar- 


dised—even by the B.B.C. itself. 


B.B.C. AND EVIDENCE 


Does the B.B.C. really respect the honour of the statements of the 
Hungarian Protestant Churches and that of their attitude? Will it not 
spell spiritual danger for British Christendom, if the B.B.C. will not 
only try to raise doubts as to the sincerity of the statements of these 
who are brethren in faith, but will also try to undermine the good faith 
and reputation of their leaders? What may be the motives of the B.B.C. 
in trying to disprove the statements of those internationally well-known 
church leaders, who, on their visits to Hungary, have attested the pre- 
sent renewal of our churches? 


It is not with the view of defending our churches against any in- 
sinuations that I appeal to you. I know that as Christians we have to 
hear these patiently and regard them as incentives to self-scrutiny. But 
I am also convinced that many British Christians as Christians accept 
as their duty to search for objective knowledge of truth, and whoever 
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tries to mislead them, in this effort, by any propaganda or would try | 
to misinform the Western Churches, it is not in the first place, to the 
Eastern Churches, but to himself that he does spiritual damage. The ef. 
fort to stir up hatred can not be reconciled with the search for truth) 
and the defence of Christian values. 


We have tried to proclaim, in faith, the witness of the Easterr) | 
Churches to the tremendous issue of war or peace. A good number of | 
people with sharp ears among our Western Christian brethren have under-! 
stood our testimony. Now I wish to render a service by giving some help.) 
towards the realisation of those fundamental principles which you ex- 
pressed in your above-mentioned statements. This I shall do by calling 
your attention to some concrete facts and by presenting the testimony 
of several witnesses. 


Our RECONSTRUCTION 


God has inflicted on us, Hungarian Protestants, a severe judgment 
for not recognising, in the recent past, our true vocation; for our 
failure to side resolutely with the poor and oppressed against a feu-. 
dalistic and then against a fascist system; for behaving, with few ex- | 
ceptions, as “mute dogs” even in the face of the war of Hitlerism until 
- it made a frontal attack against the church, God has pronounced a=! 
righteous judgment both on the outward and on the inward aspects of our | 
life. By using the Nazi army as an instrument of His wrath, the Army 
with which our feudal order—with the tacit assistance of the churches— | 
allied itself, God inflicted a punishment upon the outward structure of — 
our church life. In 1944, one third of all Protestant church buildings, — 
585 in number, were damaged by the demolition squads of the retreating 
German “allies” and by air raids; 417 Reformed, 129 Lutheran, 22 Baptist, 
11 Methodist and Unitarian church structures were rendered unfit for 
use. 


Since the liberation, out of the 585 churches 546 have been fully 
rebuilt, i.e. 405 Reformed, 102 Lutheran, 22 Baptist, 11 Methodist and 
six Unitarian churches. Church reconstruction was given, in many places, 
priority against the reconstruction work on living quarters, with pa- 
rishioners and social organisations forming “storm brigades” to speed 
up work. The Government of the People’s Democracy has contributed 
far more than 12 million forints to the reconstruction of Protestant 
church buildings. Churches abroad sent an amount of nearly three million 
forints. Please, compare these data with those of the Norwegian church 
reconstruction effort, taking into consideration that they do not have to 
import timber as we do. And yet, all the 33 Norwegian churches de- 
stroyed in the course of the German invasion, are still in ruins, and only 
now, after five years, have they started to rebuild the first one which 
will be followed by the rebuilding of the others, with an assistance 
of one million dollars from the churches abroad (Lutheran News Bulletin, 
August 1, 1950.) As an explanation of this strange situation, it is 


20 


pointed out that no agreement has been yet reached as to the amount 
the state insurance company is to pay for damages (Hermann Diem’s 
article, Evangelische Gemeinde fur Wurttemberg, March, 1951). 


HUNGARIAN STATE AND CHURCH 


Keeping to the subject of the church’s economic problems, no one 
has as yet disputed the claim that the Government of the People’s Re- 
public has made considerable financial sacrifices in order to support 
the churches. The State made an Agreement with the Protestant Churches 
in October, 1948, and another Agreement with the Roman Catholic Church 
in August, 1950. In terms of these Agreements there will be a twenty 
year period of transition in which the churches will gradually reach 
the stage of financial self-support based entirely on the voluntary 
contributions of their members. Up to this final stage, the State will 
pay a considerable part of the personal and other expenses of the Churches. 
In the present budget of the Ministry of Religious Affairs and Pub- 
lic Education, these expenses are figuring with an entry of 51 million 
forints, but, in addition to this, the Ministry of Public Health and 
the Ministry of Public Welfare also give considerable economic assistance 
to the charitable institutions of the churches, such as orphanages, old 
people’s homes, hospitals and homes for mentally defective children. The 
budgets of the town and village councils also contain significant sums 
for local church expenses. The work of training pastors is financed al- 
most entirely by the State. The four Reformed Academies have 350, the 
Lutheran Academy has 100 theological students, in round figures, while 
the Baptist Seminary has an enrolment of 18. The work of training Roman 
Catholics priests is carried on in the same way. 


Less palpable, yet just as indubitable facts, prove the inner renewal 
of our churches. There have never been so many evangelistic campaigns 
in Hungary as in the last five years. Nearly all parishes have had such 
a series of evangelistic services, every year, sometimes lasting three 
to eight days, reaching all strata of the congregations. Following the 
work of these evangelisations, there have been innumerable Bible Schools, 
as people awakened by the evangelisations wished to deepen their fami- 
liarity with the Bible. 


Views oF Kart Barry 


Let me quote the statements of Professor Karl Barth, after his visit 
to Hungary in 1948: “The decisive proof for me that the Hungarian Re- 
formed people are on the right path was not merely the fact that I found 
nearly all of them, with few exceptions, in a mood not at all characteristic 
of people wavering, without an inner stability: what really convinced me 
was much more the experience that I found them engaged in the positive 
and specific tasks of their Church. And among these tasks, it was not 
these confessional, constitutional and liturgical problems which are so 
irksomely disputed in Germany, but the concern for the new preaching 
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of God’s old Gospel, on the basis of a thoroughgoing theological re- 
thinking, that claimed their attention; the concern, in the first place, 


for the evangelising of the Reformed congregations which is the con- | 


dition of all sensible church work and ecclesiastical policy. I wish they 
had begun at this-point in Germany too, with a united effort... It really 
seems to me that an “awakening” is in progress, and, in connection with 
this, an activity in which Church and society must not oppose each other, 
but their true elements and seriously minded representatives, can march 


together”. (Christliche Gemeinde im Wechsel, der Straatsordnungen, 


Zollikon-Zurich, 1948, page 58.) 


Theological work has also been renewed and reached new depths. I 


mention the most significant facts in this field only. We have been- 


trying for decades to revise our standard translation of the Bible which 


has become quite obsolete. Yet what we failed to achieve when our church- 


was “rich”, in the past regime, we have now done, by the grace of God, 
in this period of building up socialism; the first instalments of our 
newly revised Bibles are leaving the press, raising, very significantly, 
the standard of Bible translation and interpretation. (Cf Prof. Pakozdy’s 
essay in The Bible Translator.) Making up the omissions of many decades, 


we have been able to publish those aids to the Bible, dictionaries and. 


commentaries which the church when it had only the semblance of freedom 
failed to give its members, Our new Hymnary, which was published two 
years ago, is the largest and best of all editions published since the 
time of the Reformation. While we published 2.280 full Bibles in 1945, 
this number was raised to 5,598 in 1946, to 19,794 in 1947 , to 24,347 
in 1948, to 27,922 in 1949, and to 23,966 in 1950. The standard of 
church journalism and its influence on the public is also decisively 
better than before. 


I learn that Professor Karl Barth’s masterpiece, Dogmatik im Grund- 
riss, is now being published in English Translation. We published it, 
in Hungarian, three years ago. We were the first also to translate 
Thurneysen’s great work, Die Lehre von der Seelsorge. 


Let me point, as a sign of the Spirit’s gracious work, to that brother- 
ly unity of the Hungarian. Protestant Churches:which we never dreamed of 
in the past. This is expressed, in an organisational way in the harmo- 
nious work of the Hungarian Bible Council, in the observance of the 
Alliance Prayer Week, in the Joint publication of the Hungarian Church 
Press and in the monthly meetings of the representatives of the Pro- 
testant Churches. And, what is still. more important, this unity is also 
manifested in the fundamental identity of our views as to the problems 
of our renewed country, the heroic efforts of our working people, the 
defence of peace. I can safely say that all serious and responsible 
leaders of the Reformed, Lutheran Churches and of the smaller Protestant 
denominations have come to a unity of mind and will, although on the 
basis of different confessions and theological views, concerning the 
questions of our positive attitude towards our developing socialist society. 
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We have a stronger consciousness of responsibility for each other, 
for our people, for mankind. 
(There follows here a section giving statements made by foreign 
eye witnesses about the condition of the Hungarian churches. ) 
“FACTS ARE STUBBORN” 


Sir, I have stated facts and marshalled witnesses. “Facts are stubborn 
things”. Yet the Hungarian Programme of the B.B.C. has so far passed over 
these facts in silence. Then, on the basis of a Weltanschauung, it has 
concluded, by inference, that the Hungarian Churches cannot be free 
churches in the midst of a socialist world. Against testimonies to the 
contrary, it has adopted the line of chailenging their trustworthiness. 
In order to do this, the B.B.C. has to resort lately to the move of 
arraying against the internationally recognized authority of Professor 
Hromadka, Dr. Matthias Veszi who never had any intimate contact with 
the church. By this it betrayed that, in trying to counter the witness 
of the Hungarian churches and the testimonies of foreign theological 
authorities, it cannot present a single positive and theological ar- 
gument, neither can it produce a single theologian who, on the basis of 
a personal visit, would be in a position to present aggravating evidence 
against the churches of the Hungarian People’s Democracy. These men 
whom the B.B.C. has so far arrayed against our churches are only exponents 
of bitter political passions; people who...turned their backs on the con- 
structive tasks of their country, and who cannot do anything else abroad 
but defame and abuse what they, looking to us from the outside, can- 
not understand. A man who is really a Christian cannot have any doubts 
that the spiritual renewal of the Hungarian Churches could not have taken 
place if they were, at the same time, as far as their political service 
is concerned, false prophets. “Doth a fountain send forth at the same 
place sweet water and bitter?” (James 3:11). 

THE SearcH FoR TRUTH 

If the British Broadcasting Corporation really accepts as its highest 
duty the search for truth and is really concerned for Christian values, 
then it may now have an opportunity to accept and present facts. We be- 
lieve that the Hungarian Protestant Churches are, by the Grace of God, 
in the process of renewal and that the preaching of the Word in them is 
more powerful than in the past. We profess that we can carry out all our 
truly evangelical tasks, without interference, in this society of ours 
which is building up socialism. May you too, Sir, act for the truth 
and lend your help that the spiritual unity of British -and Hungarian 
Christians, which is founded on the cross of Christ, instead of suffering 
further damages by an artificially deepened rift between them, might be 
renewed to serve together the great and most timely cause of the Prince 
of Peace: peace on earth! 

Sincerely yours, 
Imre Kadar, 
Editor of the Hungarian 
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AN “AMERICAN” STORY ? 
Editorial 


Collier’s (Nov. 17, 1951) follows through on its recent preview of the 
glorious destruction of Russia with a what-are-we-waiting-for piece by that 
aching brain of militancy, General Albert C. Wedemeyer. It is titled “Let’s 
Draw the Line Now.” It means “Let’s Drop the Bomb Now.” 


The whole point and purpose of Wedemeyer is to instigate the U.S. to 
attack China and Russia. He is sick and tired of “Containment” and 
wants to “strike at the source.” Use the United Nations Organization 
if it will go along. If not, “we must be prepared to go it alone.” He speaks 
over and over of the “global scale” of our national aims, of our “loyal” 
allies, of “our country, the real citadel of democracy.” We must use our 
“pre-eminent position in the financial world.” He wants “full-scale mobiliz- 
ation for survival.” “We and our allies must establish undisputed control 
of the air.” He complains bitterly that the Voice of America does not 
say right out to the world that our purpose is not merely to contain and 
appease Communism but to destroy it. 


Wedemeyer wants to do all this, however, without engaging the enemy 
face to face on the batilefield. Asiatics can wage such warfare because, he 
says, of their “callous disregard for the individual? We should use 
rather punitive action by air and sea forces and economic sanctions,” 
meaning destruction from the air of cities and starvation of populations 
by blockade. This will show the Asiatic our high regard for the individual. 
The massacres of civil populations which have taken place in Korea do 
not satisfy Wedemeyer. He calls for “the use*of any weapon in our 
arsenal to insure a speedy and decisive victory.” That would include atomic 
and bacterial weapons. But if possible we should draw out of Korea 
where we are fighting on the enemy’s chosen terrain. We should attack 
with “economics blockade”, “destructive air bombardment.” Modern air 
power,” he says, “with ultradestructive weapons is capable of crippling in- 
dustry, severing communications, gnawing at national morale.” 


“Concurrent with such military operations...we must reach the 
people in the enemy area with the truth, the American story, to the effect 
that we do not want to wage war; that we want peace—peace with honor; 
and that will extend a helping hand to them in their efforts to establish 


a government whose aims are compatible with our own...” 


Read this paragraph and you begin to sense with horror the stark 
raving insanity of the untrammeled U. S. military mind. He is planning 
to carry on a war of annihilation while assuring the victim that we “do not 
want to wage war.” 

Whom the gods destroy... But it is unsafe to wait upon the gods 
who in this case will destroy too much, which may be exactly why the 


Chinese crossed Yalu River when that other madman McArthur had 
already begun to implement some of Wedemeyer’s program. 
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A certain powerful group in the U. S. centered in Wall St., Madison 
Ave., and the Pentagon is quite literally determined to destroy the Soviet 
Union. This group wrinkles its collective nose in disgust at any milder 
prospect than that of tearing the Soviet Union apart and scattering it to 
the four winds. To destroy is not enough. In Wedemeyer’s word it must 
ultradestroy. It has now destroyed the material civilization, the cities 
and towns, the factories, schools, hospitals, homes of Korea. And _ it 
is ravenous for more. Its army has found that even with superior arms 
and napalm bombing it cannot win a military victory in the field. And 
so this group wants to haul out of Korea and indeed to refuse to engage 
the enemy man to man on the field of battle as in the quaint old days 
when soldiers fought and their parents, wives and children stayed home. 
In fact this Wedemeyer piece and the strategy for which it speaks is a 
strategy of Powardice tilt carries wax trom the battlefield nto the homes 
and playlots of unarmed and helpless women and children. 


But what is happening in Korea confirms this strategy which indeed 
began to be apparent before a gun was fired in Korea. The U. S. began 
their attack on China independently of the intervention in Korea. It is 
strange how this tremendous fact has been pushed out of our minds by 
the simple device of the newspapers just not mentioning it. 


As a matter of blunt and brutal fact there was never any need 
of arguing about the U. S. crossing the Yalu. It had crossed the Yalu, 
in June, 1950. Quite on its own and without bothering to get U. N. support 
it committed open aggression on China in Formosan waters, and on 
Formosa itself prepares further aggression. Even the most hypocritical 
“justification” for the “police” intervention of the U. N. in Korea was torn 
to shreds the moment the chief of “police” began his unauthorized un- 
warranted criminal action in Formosa. The size of the miscreant and his 
possession of fearful armaments does not mitigate his misdemeanor. He 
has never made the slightest apology for this ‘illegal act. And he keeps 
right on at it. 


For that was obviously his intention all along, to attack and reduce 
China to the position of a U. S. economic dependency. The thrust into 
Korea was a flank movement, the obvious and indeed the classic invasion 
route of former aggressors against China. 


Now an appalling thing is happening. The cynicism always as- 
sociated with Foreign Offices is sifting down to successively lower strata 
of our people. Small business and organized labor know what is going 
on as well, or nearly as well as Mr. Acheson or Mr. Harriman. Farmers 
too. I have talked to farmers who seldom entertained a political thought 
(unless one should include grit-and-tory politics under that category) 
yet who sensed clearly the truth underlying our present adventure in 
Korea. All of these people are compelled to share in their minds and 
souls the knowledge and the guilt of aggressive war. The burden is 
heavy, too heavy for many of them to bear. They break down under 
it. This breakdown communicates itself from one individual to another, 
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from one stratum to another. It takes various forms, physical, mental, 


moral. It extends to the battlefield itself to the consternation and despair 


of the generals. 


This breakdown presages dire things for our civilization. It is be- 
coming doubtful whether our capitalistic civilization can stand up under 


the sudden melting down and running out of the mortar that holds its — 


bricks together, mortar of mutual trust, verbal integrity, honest good 


will. We heard the Canadian Commander Rockingham over the radio — 
shout “Look at that! Wasn’t that a beauty!” as he watched the burn-— 


ing gasoline searing the enemy’s flesh. Over and over he exclaimed, 


“A beaut?!” Such things can not but eat away the soul of the listener or 7 


whip him to an angry repudiation of such bestiality. 


How far must things go before repudiation regains its voice? Until 


that happens we sink lower in the slime with each passing hour. 


Some say there is no such thing as conscience and it is useless to 
appeal to it. This magazine was founded upon an opposite conception. 
Conscience is the sanity of men, their only health. The breakdown of 
our civilization today is a breakdown of conscience, of sanity. Men are 


one. To destroy a Korean village is to destroy an American village. Men © 


are not constituted to act inhumanly one to another. They can only 
do it (as we do it in Korea) in contradiction to their humanity, and in 
doing it they literally destroy themselves. There is nothing esoteric or 
mysterious about this conscience. It is literally “what everybody knows”. 
or “what is known together ”, con-science. You can no more fool around 
with it then you can fool around with arsenic or nitroglycerine. Our 
appeal to the conscience is our appeal to self-interest in its highest form 
which is general-interest. 


We could appeal to economic self-interest. What are you going to— 


eat and wear in a world denuded and torn by war and divisiveness? That 
is a perfectly rational and proper appeal. But our appeal is not merely 
that. We ask: who are you going to be? What is your nature? If you 
live and eat and clothe yourself who will be living and eating and cloth- 
ing himself? And if you die, who will have died? A man? Or a hawk? 
For many of us must die as casualties of the present turmoil. And this is 
the most important question we must ask of ourselves right now: How 


shall we die? Who will it be? A beast in human form? Or a human 


being? Will your story be an “American story”? or a human story? 


26 


